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THE ILLINOIS AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK 
FOR 1931 presents pertinent facts bearing upon the 
currt;!nt agricultural situation and points out trends 
with reference to the supply of and demand for agri­
cultural products. 
The OUTLOOK does not attempt to advise the in­
dividual farmer when to buy or sell or what acreage 
he should plant. Such matters are affected by so many 
factors that what may seem safe generalizations may 
not apply to the individual farm. Furthermore, since 
the individual farmer is obliged to take the conse­
quences, he should also take the responsibility of de­
ciding upon what he should or should not do in any 
given instance. It is hoped that this OUTLOOK, 
carrying as it does the most dependable information 
available, will assist the individual farmer in his search 
for facts and information on the basis of which he 
may more intelligently make his decisions and plans. 
February, 1931 
Further copies of this OUTLOOK 
may be obtained by addressing the 
College of Agriculture, University 
of Illinois, Urbana. 
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ADJUSTING PRODUCTION TO DEMAND 
The problem of making adjustments in the farming busi­
ness, altho obviously difficult, is one that farmers both as 
individuals and as groups are realizing needs their serious 
consideration. Essential to any program of adjustment is 
complete and accurate information about trends in produc­
tion, consumption, and the like, such as supplied ,in state and 
federal OUTLOOK reports . 
Adjusting production to the level of profitable demand 
is a recognized policy of most successful business firms . This 
is one of the important reasons for prices of manufactured 
products being relatively stable as compared with prices of 
farm products. 
A sound policy of adjusting farm production to demand 
must aim, not at frequent . shifts, but rather at the stabilizing 
of acreages of crops and numbers of livestock at levels con­
sistent with long-time consumptive requirements; alterations 
in acreages and numbers to be made only in respon'se to fun­
damental changes that may occur in some phase of produc­
tion or consumption. 
Agricultural Outlook for 
Illinois-1931. 
The Outlook in Brief.-The agricultural outlook for 1931 hinges, to 
a considerable degree upon improvement in the present unfavorable 
business situation, which during the past 18 months has affected agri­
culture as well as other lines of business. 
Some improvement in the business situation may be expected in the 
latter half of the year; this should lead to improvement in the domestic 
demand for Illinois farm products. However, there is evidence that 
prices will continue· lower than the average of 1921-1929. 
Improvement in foreign demand in 1931 seems unlikely, because of 
low purchasing power, trade restrictions, and increasing foreign agri­
cultural production. 
The year 1931 starts with fewer hogs and work stock and more cattle 
and sheep on Illinois farms than a year earlier. Except in the drouth 
areas, ample supplies of oats, barley, and wheat have offset the short 
1930 corn crop, but carryovers of feed at the end of the year are likely 
to be light. 
If conditions are1 favorable for the production of average yields of 
corn, oats, and barley in 1931, larger total supplies of feed grains, par­
ticularly corn, will be produced than in 1930, with little recovery in prices 
likely. A shortage of hay is probable unless more than the usual amount 
of annual hay crops is provided. 
The general shortage in the acreage of legume hay and pasture seed­
ings carried over from 1930 indicates the desirability of increased seed­
ings of red and alsike clover and particularly the harvesting for seed in 
1931 of as much acreage as proves suitable for that pur-pose. 
Burdensome stocks of wheat and expanded production in the United 
States and other exporting countr-ies gives a prospect for continued low 
wheat prices in 1931. 
On the basis of probable demands for oil and meal, no in~rease in 
plantings of soybeans appears justified except for hay purposes. 
Compared with a year ago, 10 percent fewer cattle are on feed, but 
supplies for slaughter late in 1931 will probably be larger than in 1930, 
especially supplies of underfinished grass cattle. The beef-cattle price 
cycle has apparently passed the peak, but some recovery in demand is 
likely after the middle of the year. 
The number of hogs is the smallest in ten years except for 1926. 
Storage stocks also are low. With an average corn crop in 1931 hog 
producers are likely to find the corn-hog ratio favorable. Export de­
mand for pork products cannot be expected to show much improvement 
in 1931, with large supplies still available in European countries. 
[ 3] 
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The number of sheep in the United States is now the largest in his­
tory, having expanded 43 percent since 1922. Altho some recovery from 
recent low prices for lamb is likely, increased supplies of lamb can be 
sold only at a price somewhat below the relatively high prices which 
prevailed before the recent drop. 
Further expansion in the number of dairy cows during the past year 
has resulted from reduced culling of old cows and an increase in num­
bers of heifers that have come into production. Dairy cattle prices have 
declined with those of beef cattle. While decreased demand, rather than 
an abnormally large supply, has accounted for a large part of the drop 
in prices of dairy products, the present number of dairy cattle appears 
larger than is necessary to supply normal demands. 
Heavy holdings of shell and frozen eggs and good current production 
point to continued low egg prices during the first half of 1931. Smaller 
supplies both of poultry and eggs than in 1930 appear probable in the 
latter half of the year. 
The volume of apple production in Illinois is likely to show an up­
ward trend over the next few years. Peach production both in Illinois 
and the eastern United States is apparently past the -peak for the present 
cycle. 
While prices of farm supplies have declined less than those of farm 
products, lower costs of production are probable in 1931 owing especially 
to lower wages than in recent years and to lower feed prices. In view 
of the prevailing low prices for farm products, there is need for restrict­
ing cash outlays, and of emphasizing a basic long-time program which 
provides for balanced production and efficient and low-cost operation. 
The statements in this Outlook are based largely on the 1931 Agricul­
tural Outlook for the United States, prepared by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture in cooperation with 38 state colleges of agriculture and 
the Federal Farm Board. A limited number of the more detailed na­
tional reports are available both in complete and in summarized form 
and will be furni.shed upon request. 
Illinois Farm Conditions in 1930. Average earnings on Illinois farms 
for 1930 were sharply lower than for 1928 and 1929. The drop in earn­
ings resulted from a combination of low prices and low average yields 
of corn and forage crops. 
Earnings were especially low for the southern and southeastern areas 
of the state, owing to very low yields of corn and hay crops as well as 
to poor pastures and generally short feed supplies combined with un­
usually low prices for wheat , poultry, and dairy products, which are 
major products in this area. Those sections of southern Illinois which 
produced fruit were handicapped also by a complete failure qf the peach 
crop and low Y.ields of small fruits. 
The chief handicaps of east-central Illinois were low prices for feed 
crops, which constitute a major part of the sales for most farms in this 
area, and low yields of corn. West-central Illinois fared relatively better 
because its chief product, hogs, was relatively higher priced than most 
other farm products; cattle feeders, however, did not experience a 
successful year. 
Probably the least handicapped area of the state for 1930 was the 
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northern section. The drouth was less severe, resulting in corn yields 
nearer to normal and better supplies of pasture and hay than were pro­
duced farther south. Dairymen producing for most of the markets in 
the northern half of the state benefited from prices which were main­
tained thruout or until near the end of the year and lower feed costs. 
The season was characterized by , a prolonged and severe drouth. 
The result was a generally short supply of pasture and hay and a short 
supply of corn. The forage shortage was relieved in part by cutting 
more than the usual amount of corn fodder and the shortage in corn 
was partly made up in a good yield of high quality oats together with 
the feeding of much low-priced wheat. 
An increased acreage of soybeans in east-central and south-central 
Illinois was a feature of the season in those areas.- While yields were 
about the average of 1928 and 1929, total production was greatly in­
creased. This larger supply, combined with the unfavorable demand, 
resulted in sharply lower prices. · 
In general the season was favorable to high quality in both roughage 
and grain. Such hay as was produced had unusually favorable curing 
conditions. Small grains had excellent conditions for filling and thresh­
ing; soybeans were mostly threshed in very favorable weather; and 
corn was cribbed earlier and drier than for any year of the recent past. 
One favorable aspect of the 1930 season was that of suitable weather 
for field work. Labor costs were reduced both by lower wages and by 
reduced requirements for hired help, the almost continuous good weather 
for field work permitting the maximum use of operator and family labor. 
Farm operators generally made full use of this situation to reduce acre 
costs in an effort to offset some of the disadvantage of prevailing low 
prices. 
Domestic Demand Affecting Illinois Farm Products. Domestic de~ 
mand for farm products marketed during the first part of 1931 is not 
likely to show any material change from the present depressed condi­
tions. Demand for agricultural products is closely associated with gen­
eral business activity which has declined from June, l929, to the present 
time. Industrial activity at the beginning of 1931 was approximately 
75 percent of normal. While it is not clear just when the turning point 
will occur in business conditions, it seems reasonable to expect an im­
provement to become evident in the last half of the year with a strength­
ening in the demand for farm products. 
The reduced demand, both domestic and foreign, for farm products 
in 1930 was evident in the lower prices. Prices of practically all com­
modities sold by Illinois farmers were lower than in the previous year. 
In the case of wheat, rye, eggs, poultry, lambs, and wool, supplies were 
unduly large. Only five of 21 selected commodities-beef cattle, milk 
cows, veal calves, apples, and potatoes were higher in 1930 than for the 
average of the nine-year period 1921 ..:1929. The other sixteen products 
were lower; they are corn, oats, wheat, barley, rye, hogs, butter, butter­
fat, chickens, eggs, sheep, lamb, hay, horses, red clover . seed, and wool. 
The extent of the decline of each of these commodities, in relation both 
to post-war and pre-war averages, is given in Illinois Bulletin 365, 
"Prices of Illinois Farm Products in 1930." 
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From a long-time point of view it is likely that prices have declined 
to a lower level than that which prevailed for 1921-1929. It would 
appear, therefore, that with the recovery in business conditions, prices 
in general, including those of agricultural products, will tend to stabilize 
at levels somewhat below those which have prevailed in recent years, 
altho recovery from current low levels is likely. Our present tendency 
toward a domestic basis for most farm products is likely to make the 
United States less dependent upon foreign demand. In so far as farmers 
create their own demand for farm products, lower prices have an off­
setting advantage in cheaper feed costs for livestock and dairy produc­
tion ?-Tid lower wages for farm labor. 
Foreign Demand. For the current year little if any improvement 
can be anticipated in the foreign demand for our farm products. Fur­
thermore it appears unlikely that foreign demand will be as great in the 
next few years as in the past ten years. 
The present economic depression is world-wide and has affected 
purchasing power in foreign countries in much the same way as in the 
United States. Foreign demand for farm products from the United 
States has been reduced also by increased agricultural production in im­
porting countries, cheaper agricultural supplies from other foreign sur­
plus countries, and increased restrictions upon imports. 
An almost world-wide tendency seems to exist for countries to 
restrict imports of agricultural products. In the past two seasons many 
countries have raised tariffs or imposed other restrictions to protect 
their domestic agriculture. Measures have been adopted fixing a mini­
mum percentage of a domestic product which must be used with similar 
foreign products. Some importing countries are trying to reduce their 
import requirements by increasing their domestic production. 
Several countries which compete with the United States in world 
markets are continuing a large volume of production. The trend is 
toward expanding wheat production in Canada, Australia, Argentina, 
and Russia; dairy production in New Zealand; and corn and flaxseed 
in Argentina. 
Credit. Need for credit for production purposes will be materially 
increased in 1931, particularly in areas affected by the drouth. Low 
incomes in 1930 prevented the accumulation of the usual cash reserves 
by farmers. In some sections farm commodities have moved to market 
more slowly than usual, thus reducing the amount of cash available for 
business. 
The above causes have reduced cash reserves of banks in some com­
mumtles. Credit resources of many farmers are so tied up that banks 
are not able to accept them as collateral. In some cases bank failures 
have tied up existing funds. As a result of an abnormally large carry­
over of last year's accounts, the supply of credit from local banks and 
country merchants and other agencies extending credit to farmers is 
1ikely to be somewhat restricted in some sections. 
Advices from agricultural credit corporations and federal inter­
mediate credit banks indicate that an increased volume of credit from 
these sources will be utilized. Farmers and credit agencies in areas 
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short of funds may well consider the possibility of obtaining funds from 
the Intermediate Credit Bank, with headquarters in St. Louis. 
Lending agencies are cautious in extending credit and are demand­
ing collateral in more liquid form, altho in most localities ample funds 
are available for adequately secured mortgage loans. There is a tend­
ency for lending agencies to cooperate in carrying along existing loans. 
The amount of funds being advanced on new loans is somewhat reduced 
from recent years, and in renewals there is a tendency to provide for 
some current payments on the principal. 
In the drouth-stricken counties of southern Illinois loans authorized 
under the Seed Loan Act may be applied for by those who are not able 
to obtain credit from commercial sources. Such funds may be used for 
the purchase of seed, fertilizer, feed for work stock, and gas and oil for 
tractors. Detailed information regarding such loans can be secured 
from the county seed loan committee. Information concerning the 
personnel of this committee can be obtained from the local farm adviser. 
Labor and Supplies. The large amount of unemployment in the 
country has made available an abundant supply of farm labor at lower 
wages. Reports indicate that the supply of farm labor in Illinois on Jan­
uary, 1931, was 13 percent above normal, and the demand 26 percent 
below normal. The open winter is permitting farmers to do considerable 
field work, and thus reducing spring demands for hired labor. Monthly 
farm wages without board in the North Central States decreased from 
an average of $51 in January, 1930, to $42 in January, 1931. 
The wholesale price level of farm machinery, which had remained 
fairly constant from January, 1925, to April, 1929, dropped 4 percent 
from the latter date to December, 1930. This decline in wholesale prices 
had not been accompanied by a corresponding decline in retail prices 
up to J u.ne, 1930, the latest date for which retail figures are available. 
From January to December, 1930, the wholesale price level of build­
ing materials declined about 12 percent and that of lumber about 16 per­
cent. 
Retail prices of commercial fertilizers for fruit and truck crops aver­
aged about 3 percent less in the fall of 1930 than in the fall of 1929. 
With the lower price level for farm products, there must be further 
reductions in retail prices of farm supplies if volume of purchases is to 
be restored to the pre-1930 level. 
OUTLOOK FOR FEED CROPS . 
Illinois field crops are largely dest1ned for use as feed either on the 
farm where produced or on other farms to which they are sold. Farm­
ers of the state are therefore keenly interested in the supply and demand 
situation with respect to feed crops. 
The supply of feed available for the first half of 1931 can be esti­
mated, but supplies for the latter half of the year and for 1932 will 
depend both ·on 1931 yields and on acreage. It is this situation which 
makes it inadvisable for most Illinois farmers who have satisfactory crop 
rotations to make radical shifts in acreage in response to the short-time 
outlook. On the other hand, if any evidence should develop that points 
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to the long-time outlook for any cr·ops being less favorable or more 
favorable than in the recent past, crop systems :nay well be revised so 
long as the change is one that will not greatly reduce the efficient use of 
land, labor, or equipment, and thus increase cost of production. 
There continues to be a liberal acreage of feed crops for the numbers 
of livestock in the state and country, but low 1930 yields of corn and 
hay have resulted in temporary small supplies of these crops, especially 
in those areas where the drouth was most severe. What promised to be 
an acute shortage of these crops has not, however, resulted in high 
prices. This is due to the general tendency for prices of all classes of 
commodities to be lower, to the greatly reduced buying power of live­
stock owners, to the general substitution of corn fodder and straw for 
hay and of wheat and oats for corn, and to the open winter which has 
reduced feed requirements for livestock and increased the possibilities 
of winter grazing. 
By-product feeds, such as linseed meal, soybean meal, cottonseed 
meal, and by-products of flour milling and corn manufactures are ex­
pected to continue at about their present price level for the remainder 
of the winter season. Total supplies are slightly smaller than a year ago, 
larger supplies of linseed and domestic soybean meal being offset by 
smaller supplies of gluten feed and cottonseed meal. 
The United States production of feed grain per animal unit for 1930 
was 13 percent below the 1924-1928 average. The 1930 hay crop was 
12 percent below the 1924-1928 average. An important fact is that 1930 
feed gniin acreages were large in proportion to livestock numbers; and 
if 1931 yields are normal, an acreage equal to 1930 will give ample sup­
plies of these crops. In this connection it may well be noted that the 
carryover of feed crops will prohably be low. If a shortage develops, 
small grains are likely to play an important part in filling the gap until 
a new crop of corn is ready. 
There is little basis to hope for much immediate improvement in the 
present weak demand for United States feed grains. 
CORN 
The total supply of corn available in the United States from the 
1930 crop and carryover on November 1 was the smallest since 1901. 
It was about 23 percent, or 650 million bushels, less than the average 
for the past five years. This shortage was partly made up by larger 
supplies of oats, barley, and low-priced wheat. 
Leaving out of consideration corn hogged down or cut for silage, 
Illinois farmers in 1930 harvested 61,517,000 bushels less corn from 
395,000 more acres than they had in 1929, and the 1929 crop was about 
10 ' percent less than the average for 1926 to 1928. Wisconsin and Ne­
braska were the only states reporting an average or better crop for 1930. 
In spite of unusually small supplies, the average Illinois farm price 
for cor11 on December 15, 1930, was 62 cents compared with 72 cents 
at the same date in 1929. 
The low corn prices prevailing in the surplus-corn areas are evidently 
due to a greatly reduced demand. The weak demand is due in part to 
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low prices for livestock and livestock products, increased use of sub­
stitute feed grains and roughage, and reduced consumption ·of corn in 
commercial processes. 
Since the new crop became available it has been fed in less than 
normal quantity. On January 1, 1931, about 60 percent of the crop was 
still on hand, this being about the same percentage as last year. Un­
doubtedly the feeding of cheap wheat has reduced the consumption of 
corn in many areas. 
A steady upward trend in the commercial consumption of corn has 
taken place in recent years, but the present low price of substitutes has 
led to some use of other materials to replace corn. Wheat has also re­
placed quite large amounts of corn in the preparation of commercial 
mixed feeds. Opinions differ as to the probable effect of the new ruling 
which removes the necessity for indicating the use of corn sugar in 
canned products. However great the ultimate effect may prove to be, 
it is probable that the effect on the prices received for the crops of 1930 
and 1931 will be slight. 
Corn production for 1931 is likely to be materially increased over 
1930, owing to the probability of returning to a normal yield. There 
also is some reason to expect an increased acreage because of the large 
amount of fall and winter plowing already done and the large acreage 
on which the drouth killed out the 1930 seeding of clovers. In the 
cotton belt of the South the very low price of cotton is also expected to 
lead to an increased acreage of corn. 
The immediate price outlook depends largely on weather conditions 
during late winter and early spring. The continuation of open weather 
will continue to permit feed supplies to be used with maximum effective­
ness. With large supplies of cheap wheat and good quality oats, no 
marked improvement in corn prices seems likely, at least until such time 
as the new crop prospects become the dominating factor in the market. 
However, some strengthening of the market would probably follow 
any change to prolonged adverse weather conditions. 
If yields are average or better, p"rices will probably continue low, 
altho the improvement in industrial conditions, looked for by many, 
would prove a strengthening factor. 
In southwest-central Illinois some 14 counties are moderately in­
fested with chinch bugs. Enough bugs are in winter quarters at this 
time to cause severe damage to corn next summer if the weather is dry 
or even normal. 
In the north half of the state, white grubs will cause some damage 
early in the season. All fields where grubs were troublesome last year 
should be thoroly disked several times and planted as late as practical. 
If not plowed until spring, plowing should be delayed to as late a date 
as possible. 
OATS 
The United States oats crop in 1930 was 12 percent larger than in 
1929. The high quality of the 1930 crop was a factor in increasing its 
feeding qualities. Much of it has been used to supplement the short 
corn crop. On January 1, 1931, there were about 100 million bushels, 
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or 15 percent, more oats on farms than a year earlier. Supplies, there­
fore, seem ample and there seems little basis to hope for any marked 
improvement from the present low price level. 
Oats hold their own on Illinois farms apparently because they fit in 
between corn and clover in crop rotations; this is true for the entire 
corn belt. 
The decline in wheat prices has left little opportunity to substitute 
wheat for oats as a nurse crop, and fall wheat does not .follow corn well. 
It seems evident that Illinois farmers will continue to sow oats as a nurse 
crop, tho with continued low prices there is every incentive to adopt 
such practices as will give the lowest possible cost of production and 
better utilizatiq_n. An increased number of farmers will find the feeding 
of sheaf oats advisable. 
In general each oat producer should study the possibilities of feeding 
this crop on his own farm. With the heavy loss of clover seeded in 1930, 
it seems likely that there will be little reduction in acreage of oats 
for 1931. 
BARLEY 
The 1930 barley crop of approximately 326 million bushels was the 
second largest ever harvested in the United States. While the acreage 
was smaller than in 1929, the average yield was high at 26.2 bushels an 
acre. Much barley has been used as a substitute for corn, particularly 
in mixed feeds, and this use is expected to continue. Exports have been 
lower than normal, however, and supplies probably are not very different 
from those a year ago. , 
The export demand for barley is expected to continue weak, and 
any increase in production will go largely to increase the already ample 
supplies of feed grains in this country. Bright, mellow barley suitable 
for malting or pearling commands substantial premiums when shipped 
in straight carlots. Wisconsin Pedigree No. 37 or 38 or Velvet barley 
grown in · Illinois and harvested under favorable conditions will fulfill 
the requirements. 
There will be a very decided hazard from chinch bugs for any barley 
sown near the area in the southern half of the state now known to be 
infested by these insects. 
HAY AND PASTURE 
The 1930 United States hay crop of about 95 million tons was the 
smallest harvested since 1918. The Illinois crop of clover, timothy, and 
mixed hays was sharply reduced, but the state production of alfalfa was 
only slightly lower and the quality was the best in years, a high per­
centage being of the top grades. The amount of annual legume hay, 
mostly from soybeans, was increased. Most of the hay shortage was in 
the south half of the state where drouth damage was greatest. Much 
of this shortage has been made up in the larger amount of corn cut for 
fodder and in the substitution of straw for hay. The open winter, too, 
has reduced hay requirements by increasing the amount of winter graz­
ing. 
With relatively short supplies of hay, prices have ruled only slightly 
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higher than a year ago, but market conditions for the remainder of the 
season are likely to depend upon weather conditions. A late spring and 
consequently lengthened feeding season would draw heavily on available 
supplies. The acreage of clover and other pasture crops carried over 
for 1931 was greatly reduced by drouth, and this fact will tend to create 
a shortage of pasture early in the season. More hay than usual · may 
thus be needed. 
Clover and alfalfa for hay and pasture offer one opportunity for 
expansion of acreage in 1931. Illinois normally imports hay from other 
areas and can well expand her acreage of these crops, especially as the 
1930 crop was short and that of 1931 will be on an acreage reduced by 
drouth. Cost accounts kept on Illinois farms have shown, too, that both 
clover and alfalfa are among the more profitable crops common to Illi­
nois farmers. (Information regarding emergency hay and pasture crops, 
prepared by the College of Agriculture, may be secured from the College 
or from the farm advisers.) 
OUTLOOK FOR OTHER FIELD CROPS 
WHEAT 
Another year of low wheat prices is the prospect for 1931. For severan 
years world production has increased faster than consumption, and burden­
some stocks have accumulated. The carryover on July 1, 1931, will again 
be abnormally large. The world price-level of wheat is so low that in 
purchasing power it probably is lower than at any time in history. While 
United States prices are low, they are now 30 to 35 cents a bushel above 
the world level and would be much lower than at present except for the 
support of the Wheat Stabilization Corporation. 
As the crop of the United States usually provides a surplus for export, 
it is to be expected that the new crop added to the heavy carryover will 
result in a large exportable surplus next season. 
Expansion of the wheat acreage in the chief wheat exporting countries 
of the world seems likely to continue, particularly in Canada, Australia, 
Russia, and Argentina. The rate of increase seems likely to be checked 
by prevailing low prices. • 
Illinois farmers probably will continue to find it advisable to study 
their crop rotations with a view to reducing the wheat acreage or else 
they will need to recognize wheat as a feed crop. Farm accounting 
studies indicate that earnings may be increased by reducing the wheat 
acreage to the amount needed as a nurse crop for clover. A consider­
able proportion of accounting farms southeast of St. Louis had half their 
1929 crop acreage in wheat. These farms showed smaller average earnings 
than nearby farms with better balanced cropping systems. Another class 
of accounting farms whose records indicate that they will profit by reduc­
tion or elimination of wheat acreage are those small farms which need 
more livestock to give them a larger volume of business. The operators 
of these farms may well consider the advi~bility of substituting feed 
crops for wheat. · 
Producers of soft red winter wheat con.tinue to have some price ad­
vantage over those producing hard wheats. However, the prevailing low 
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level of world wheat prices is likely to cause the price of soft red winter 
wheat to rule lower than in recent years. 
SOYBEANS 
As a result of the much lower prices received for soybeans in 1930 
than in the two years preceding, Illinois growers, according to reports, 
are planning only a small increase in acreage for 1931. The larger carry­
over of commercial beans seems to justify caution in expansion of acre­
age for 1931. 
Despite the drouth conditions of last year, the total yield of soy­
beans on a greatly increased acreage in Illinois was the largest on record, 
and prices declined thruout the season, dropping to 83 cents a bushel 
f.o.b. country shipping points in January, 1931. Since June, 1930, importa­
tions of soybeans and of soybean oil cake and meal have been greatly 
. reduced by the higher tariff. Even with this protection, the demand for 
soybeans is influenced by the low prices prevailing for other vegetable 
oils and for high-protein feeds with which soybeans compete. 
During 1931 more than the usual amount of soybeans can be used to 
advantage for }fay to supplement the reduced seedings of other hay crops. 
Increases for milling purposes are likely to bring still lower prices if the 
rapid expansion of recent years is continued. Soybean oil rushed into this 
country before the present tariff act went into effect, together with large 
supplies of competing oils, has resulted in unprecedented low prices which 
may be expected to improve when this large surplus has been disposed of. 
For the past several years there has been a well-sustained demand 
for seed of the hay varieties in th~ southern part of the state. Good 
quality seed of the favored hay varieties should continue to bring rela­
tively good prices. This would seem to justify a slight increase iri the 
acreage of these varieties harvested for seed. 
CLOVER SEED 
A relatively small surplus of domestic red and alsike clover seed is 
expected after 1931 sowing requirements are met. Alfalfa seed is priced 
about the same as last year with somewhat larger supplies available. 
Sweet clover supplies are ample, and prices a little higher 'than last year. 
Production of red and alsike clover seed in the United States in 1930 
decreased from that of 1929, owing to reductions· in both acreage and yield. 
In Illinois, a larger acreage made up for much of the reduction in yield. 
A large carryover to supplement the short 1930 crop promises ample sup­
plies for this spring's seeding. Imports of seed have been greatly reduced 
following an increase in the tariff which became effective last June. 
The failure of a considerable acreage of new seedings last year should 
make an active demand for seed this spring if conditions are favorable 
for seeding. Prices, while below the average of the last five years, are 
above those of last year. The price prospect is therefore favorable for 
production of red and alsike clover seed in 1931. (Farmers in the clover 
seed producing area should watch for the report published by the Illinois 
Natural History Survey, Urbana, about the last of May on the "Possi­
bilities for Seed in First Crop Clover.") 
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Sweet clover seed production has been high for several years and 
has been accompanied by low prices. With the smaller crop in 1930 con­
siderable of the surplus has been worked off, but it appears inadvisable 
to increase the acreage for seed purposes. 
With the outlook for grain prices no better than it is, and with clover 
and alfalfa seed at reasonable prices, this appears to be an exceptionally 
opportune time for a greatly expanded acreage of the clovers and alfalfa. 
On all lands that have been limed and are capable of producing sweet 
clover or alfalfa, the latter can be, and is now being, used in increasing 
amounts by Illinois farmers as a biennial legume when seed prices favor it. 
REDTOP SEED 
The 1930 crop of redtop seed was the smallest since 1925 and 1Jrought 
an average price of 18 cents a pound, which was the highest since 1926. 
The short crop of 1929 brought low prices because of large carryovers 
from the large crops of the two preceding years. 
The total available supply of redtop seed for 1931, including the 1930 
crop and carryover from the preceding crop, was 500 cars. The cor­
responding supply a year ago was 600 cars, and two years ago was 700 
cars. It is apparent that the excessive surpluses which began with the 
1927 and 1928 crops have been reduced. 
The market outlet for redtop seed appears to be rather definitely 
limited. The production of a big crop in 1931 is likely to depress prices 
below those of 1930, and to provide· a large carryover, which would affect 
the price in subsequent years. 
BROOMCORN 
The 1930 acreage of broomcorn in the United States was 30 percent 
larger than that of 1929, but with yields the lowest in 16 years for which 
records are available the production was 49,600 tons. The carryover on 
June 1, 1931, will likely be close to the previous five-year average of 21,000 
tons. 
Domestic consumption and exports of broomcorn have averaged about 
51,000 tons for the past five years, and a crop of about that amount 
would appear adequate for trade requirements. With average yields, an 
acreage 20 percent less than that harvested last year will produce .this 
amount. 
Prices for the 1930 crop to December 10 averaged 25 to 30 percent 
lower than for the same period in 1929, and were the lowest since 1921. 
Little or no increase in demand is likely in 1931, and no increase in acre­
age appears justified. 
POTATOES 
Preliminary reports indicate that growers expect to plant 6 percent 
greater acreage in potatoes in 1931 than in 1930. Increases are planned for 
all potato-growing sections except the southeastern states. 
Yields for 1930 were about the same as those for 1929, but the prices 
in 1930 were much lower. With average yields in 1931 on a larger acre­
age, a material increase in production is to be expected. Production for
. 
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the country as a whole may be expected to influence local markets, which 
receive a large part of Illinois potatoes. 
OUTLOOK FOR LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS 
'The 'number of livestock on farms on January 1, 1931, expressed in 
animal units, was practically the same as a year earlier. The combined 
livestock population has tended downward practically without interruption 
since 1919, and on January 1, 1931, was 2 percent below the 1925-1929 
average. The number of hogs is now close to the low point of their pro­
duction cycle, the number of sheep is close to a peak, and the number of 
cattle, which has been increasing for three years, wi'll probably continue to 
increase. . 
Livestock form an important part of the farm business in that they 
furnish a market for large quantities of feed grains, hays, forage, and 
crop and animal by-products; a means of utilizing available farm labor 
and equipment; an increased volume of business and income; and 
a substantial part of the family's food supply. Horses supply the major 
part of the power used on farms. Livestock, moreover, provide the means 
of smoothing out the effects of the wide fluctuation in supplies of crop 
products which are the result of climatic conditions and market demand. 
For the Illinois farmer livestock provide the greatest opportunity for 
bringing his farm production into line with market demands. 
The increasing number of cattle ·at the present time, as well as the 
larger proportion which milk cows constitute of all cattle, and the in­
creasing number of sheep tend to increase the demand for feeds . This de­
mand is offset in part by the decline in horses, mules, and hogs. 
The present low prices of feeds and the abundant supply of labor at 
lower wages are favorable to livestock production. Because most live­
stock products are not produced in excess of domestic demand, their 
prices are less affected by world markets than are grain prices. The 
principal animal products exported are lard, some other pork products, 
and oleo oil. 
HORSES AND MULES 
The number of horses and mules on farms continued to decline in 1930 
at about the same rate as in recent years. From about 25 million head 
in 1920, the number has declined to about 180 millions at present. Reduc­
tions will take place at increasing rates because of the large proportion of 
old animals. At present rates of replacement the horse and mule popula­
tion will be reduced to about 10 millions by 1940. 
Illinois prices of horses, after having held quite constant for three 
years, declined in 1930. The amount of decline, however, was less than · 
that of most farm commodities. 
The extent to which horses are replaced by mechanical power will 
largely determine the demand for horses. The use of general-purpose and 
other tractors, combined harvesters, and other power-operated equipment 
continued to expand in 1930. In the more level sections of Illinois, as in 
other parts of the country, tractors are furnishing the major source of 
power on an increasing number of farms. With the use of general-purpose 
15 AGRICULTURAL OuTLOOK FOR ILLINOIS 
MIWONS 
. OF 
I 
' 
HEAD ALL CATTLE SWINE SHEEP MILK COWS HORSES 
60 
--­
-­
- . 
20 -­ -­
-­ - - ­
0 
MULES 
fi iiiiiiiiUJ 
1921 '_25 '30'21 ·zs '30'21 '30'21 '25 '30'21 '25 '30 '21 '25 '30 
U.S.OEPAATII!NIDF AGRICULTURf 
NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK BY CLASSES, 1921-1930 
Cattle numbers decreased steadily from 1922 to ' 1928, and have since in­
creased moderately each year. Further increases during the next few years are 
expected because of the tendency to hold back breeding stock after cattle prices 
reached the relatively high levels of 1928. Hog numbers expand and contract 
also in a rather definite cycle, but the cycle is much shorter in duration than 
that of cattle and the yearly changes in numbers are more pronounced. The 
numbers of sheep on farms increased rapidly from 1922 to 1930. The number 
of milk cows, on the other hand, has not changed greatly during the past ten 
years. (Graph and explanation from B'ttreau of Agricultural Economics, U .. S. 
Department of Agriculture.) 
tractors in cultivation work, this movement is growing. In other parts 
of the state horses are being replaced less rapidly. 
This tendency toward mechanical equipment has been hastened by the 
effort of farmers to reduce labor costs by operating more acres per man. 
Low feed costs, lower wages, cheaper work stock, the more general use 
of bigger and better designed hitches, and lack of funds with which to 
purchase and operate mechanical equipment are favorable to a retention 
of horses as a source of power. 
Present average prices of horses reflect the large number of aged 
horses of low value. Well-bred young horses that are well broken are 
scarce and command better prices. In areas of the state where feed sup­
plies are abundant, farmers may well plan to raise enough colts to supply 
their own future needs. 
DAIRY PRODUCTS 
The reduction in dairy prices that has occurred thruout the past year 
has been largely the result of reduced demand. Production declined for 
the year as a whole but not sufficiently to counteract the effect of the 
reduced demand on dairy prices. The decline in prices of dairy products 
during 1930, altho general, has been largest in butter. December butter 
pr!ces fell to the lowest. level since 1910. Recovery from the present rate 
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of low consumption undoubtedly will follow closely the recovery in general 
business conditions. Even tho normal pemand should be established, our 
supply of dairy cattle seems too large under normal conditions to warrant 
any material increase in average prices for dairy products thru the re­
mainder of the year. 
On January 1, 1931, there w·ere approximately 23 million milk cows 
and heifers two years old or over in the United States; this is 2.4 percent 
more than a year ago. In Illinois the increase was 2 percent. The increase 
in heifers one to two years old in the state was, however, 3.9 percent as 
compared with .3 percent for the entire country. The present number of 
yearling heifers in the United States is about 10 percent above the average 
for the past six years and normally would be sufficient to increase the 
number of milk cows about 2 percent a year. An annual increase of ap­
proximately 1.5 percent in total production is sufficient to supply the ad­
ditional demand for dairy products likely to result from growth in popu­
lation. Increased production per cow probably will supply the dairy 
products required by increases in per capita consumption. 
Values of milk cows in Illinois average $64 compared with $89 a 
year ago, a decrease of 28 percent, r eflecting the lower value of old cows 
for slaughter and the decreased demand for dairy products. Low prices 
for dairy products, together with the fact that this is the third year -o'f 
increas~ in the cattle cycle, indicate scarcely any basis for expecting 
materially higher dairy cattle prices in 1931. 
Production of the major manufactured dairy products for the first 
eleven months of 1930 was 3.8 percent less than for the corresponding 
months of 1929. Winter production to date, however, is g reater than that 
of the corresponding period of the previous year. 
Stocks of all dairy products on hand January 1, 1931, .were 14.4 per­
cent smaller than a year earlier but 21.6 percent above the five-year aver­
age. Considering present reduction in demand and higher seasonal pro­
duction, it is doubtful if our holdings of dairy products will undergo the 
usual liquidation by the beginning of the surplus season. 
Consumption of all the major dairy products declined during the past 
year. The. larger markets report significant decreases in fluid milk con­
sumption. During the first eleven months of 1930 the estimated consump­
tion of the major manufactured dairy products declined approximately 
1 percent below the previous corresponding period. Seasonal demand for 
these major dairy products as represented by the month of November, 
however, declined 1.8 percent below November, 1929. 
Dairy products are also abnormally low in price in foreign markets. · 
Net imports of dairy products in all forms, which in 1928 were equivalent 
to about 1 billion pounds of ·milk, declined to 780 million pounds in 1929 
and to 606 million pounds in 1930. With present indications of increased 
domestic production, an increase in butter exports seems more probable 
than an increase in imports. 
Declining prices for dairy products have been accompanied by de­
creases in feed prices. This fact is particularly significant since cost of 
feed is one of the largest items of expense in milk production. 
During recent years low farm incomes have stimulated dairy pro­
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duction as a supplement to other sources of income. Present low prices 
for wheat and cotton are operating in the same direction in certain areas. 
Thus low returns from alternative enterprises will continue to be an im­
portant factor maintaining total milk production. 
Adjustments which will help the situation are the increased consump­
tion of butter instead of margarine; greater care in the selection of milk 
cows, an increased culling out of low producers, and more skill in the 
feeding and general care of the dairy herd. 
BEEF CATTLE 
The number of cattle on farms in the United States increased about 
1 million head in 1930, continuing the increase begun in 1928. This brought 
the total number to about 59 million head compared with 55.7 million in 
1928 and 71.2 million at the last peak in 1918. A large part of the in­
crease in numbers for each of the last three years was in milk cows, 
which increased 532,000 head during 1930. The increase of 3.3 million head 
from January 1, 1928, to January 1, 1931, was made up as follows: 35 per­
cent cows and two-year-old heifers kept for milk, 15 percent yearling 
heifers kept ~or milk, 18 percent calves of all breeds, 23 percent beef 
cows and beef heifers over one year old, and 9 percent steers and bulls. 
The increase in cattle production which began in 1928 is expected to 
continue at a more moderate rate than the increase from 1912 to 1918. 
One reason is that a larger proportion of the range country is being used 
for crop production than was true twenty years ago. 
The severe decline in cattle prices which occurred during the past 
year was due to the general industrial depression and the general decline 
in the prices of all classes of commodities rather than to increased receipts 
of cattle. This decline in prices is likely to slow down the increase in 
numbers which typically occurs in this part of the cattle cycle. Altho 
the peak in prices for the present cycle is apparently past, some recovery 
from present levels is likely as the demand for beef improves with · im­
proving business conditions (see section on Domestic Demand). However, 
the increase in numbers will eventually lead to increases in market receipts 
and to lower prices. 
The in~rease in the number of beef cattle can be looked upon from two 
points of view. First, it will increase market supplies anq. lower prices. 
One million head of cattle when marketed will increase the meat supply 
by about 4 pounds per person. For the last three years our consumption 
has been about 52 pounds per person. About 165,000 cattle are required 
at average weights to provide 55 pounds of beef for our annual increase 
in human population. S econd} under good systems of farming for Illinois 
conditions large quantities of roughage and legume pasture are produced 
which can be utilized to advantage only thru livestock. The individual 
farmer should have sufficient stock to utilize this roughage efficiently. This 
situation may make an increase in cattle numbers desirable for some in­
dividual farmers even tho it tends to increase the .supply and reduce the 
price of cattle. 
Inspected slaughter for 1930 was 1.8 percent smaller than for 1929. 
The decrease was due to a reduction in the number of cows and heifers, 
4 
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for the number of calves slaughtered increased by 106,000 head and the 
number of steers by 150,000 head. 
Supplies of cattle for slaughter in 1931 probably will be larger than 
those of last year, but the increase is expected to be in underfinished grass 
cattle marketed during the last half of the year. Consumer demand for 
beef probably will remain near present low levels until there is a marked 
improvement in 'business conditions (see section on Domestic Demand). 
Cattle prices may be expected to average lower for the first half of 1931 
than for the corresponding period of 1930. 
The movement of feeders in 1930 was unusually late. December ship­
ments were the largest since 1923. The number of cattle on feed for 
market on January 1, 1931, was estimated to be 10 percent smaller than 
a year earlier and the smallest for many years. Marketings and slaughter 
of cattle dunng the first quarter of 1931 are expected to be even smaller 
than in 1930, tho slaughter probably will be relatively larger than market­
ings since feeder shipments are likely to be smaller. During the second 
quarter of the year supplies of fed cattle will continue relatively small, 
but there is likely to be a larger movement than last year of grass steers 
from Texas and grass butcher cattle from dairy regions. During the sec­
ond half of the year, fed cattle supplies will be smaller than in 1930, but 
a material increase in grass cattle of all kinds from all areas seems 
probable. 
Imports of foreign cattle and beef are on a low level and are expected 
to remain smaller than in 1930. 
HOGS 
Hog production in the United States hq.s been on a relatively stable 
basis for the past four years, and no marked change in supplies is in 
prospect. Prices for the first four months of 1931 are expected to con­
tinue slightly lower than for the corresponding months of 1930. Supplies 
marketed during this period are expected to be slightly larger than a year 
earlier, owing to the apparent carrying over of more 1930 spring pigs than 
were carried over the year before. On the other hand, the supply of 
slaughter hogs marketed from May to September, 1931, is expected to 
be somewhat less than for the same period of 1930, owing to a smaller 
1930 fall pig crop. The indicated increase in sows bred to farrow in the 
spring of 1931 may lead to larger supplies in the fall and winter of 1931-32. 
It is not expected that so many pigs per litter will be saved during the 
coming spring as in 1930, and this is likely to offset the slightly larger 
number of sows bred. The indications, therefore, are for no marked in­
crease in slaughter hogs for the first half of the 1931-32 season. 
The number of hogs on farms in the United States on January 1, 1931, 
was reported as 52.3 million, of which 40.1 million were in the North­
Central states. /The decrease for the year was 1.7 percent for the country 
as a whole, with practically no change in the corn belt, the decreases 
taking place in other sections especially in the South-Central states. Some 
decreases in the eastern corn belt were made up by increases in the western 
corn belt, where feed supplies are more abundant. The number for the 
country as a whole was less than for any of the last ten years with the 
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exception of 1926, when it was slightly smaller. There is room for moder­
ate expansion in number to the point where hogs may consume their share 
of a normal corn crop, but wide fluctuations in number are detrimental 
to producers. 
The moderate supplies of hogs in prospect for the coming year proba­
bly will ·continue to meet a weak demand both for domestic and foreign 
consumption. Should there be material improvement in business activity 
and consumer buying power, improved demand and higher prices should 
result (see section on Domestic Demand). Storage stocks of pork are not 
excessive, being on January 1, 1931, 16 percent smaller than a year 
earlier. Lard stocks on the same date were the smallest since 1927 and 
38 p_ercent smaller than on January 1, 1930. The decrease in storage hold­
ings ·below those of a year earlier is equivalent to about 800,000 hogs, 
whe;reas a normal year's supply on the United States markets is about 
43 million head. 
Fore.ign demand continues to reflect low purchasing power and large 
European supplies of hogs, particularly in Germany and Denmark. Low 
feed costs in most European countries favor the production of hogs. There 
is a downward tendency in pork prices on European markets and no in­
dication of any significant improvement in buying power. 
Whether or not Illinois farmers will choose to expand or contract the 
size of their hog enterprises depends upon the prospective relation of hog 
and feed prices. 
The corn-hog ratio (the number of bushels of corn that are equal to 
the value of 100 pounds of hogs), using Illinois farm prices, averaged 12.6 
for 1930. For the first half of the year it averaged 13.5 and for the second " 
half 11.9. The most favorable month for hogs was March, when the cur­
rent ratio was 14.9 and the least favorable month August, when it was 
10.2. The yearly average for the ratio just about equals the long-time 
average, which for the twenty-one years 1910-1930 averaged 12.4 bushels 
when based on Illinois farm prices. Hence it has been only moderately 
favorable to the feeding of hogs altho it was 1.5 bushels higher than the 
average for 1928 and 1929. Considering the moderate numbers of hogs 
now on hand and the reported intentions to breed for next spring farrow­
ing, it seems likely that if the United States returns to a normal produc­
tion of corn in 1931, the corn-hog ratio will be somewhat more favorable 
to hogs than at present. Moderate increases in hog production made in 
the near future would have more favorable consequences in the long run 
to Illinois producers than would the possible large increase in hogs which 
might result if the corn-hog ratio becomes so favorable as to stimulate 
production outside of the principal hog-raising states. 
SHEEP AND WOOL 
The number of sheep in the 1Jnited States has increased 43 percent 
since 1922. On January 1, 1931, the sheep population was estimated at 52 
million head, probably exceeding the number on any previous correspond­
ing date in the history of the country. This number compares with 50.5 
million a year earlier and 36.2 million January 1, 1922, the low point of 
the last cycle. The increase during 1930 was less than during any year 
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since 1925. Breeding stock seems to account for most of the increase 
during the past year, as the number of lam'bs on feed January 1, 19'31, 
was estimated as 775,000 head less than a year earlier. 
The federally inspected slaughter of lambs and sheep in 1930 was 16.7 
million head, an increase of 2.7 million compared with 1929. Per-capita 
consumption increased approximately 16 percent. The slaughter of lambs 
increased by 3 million head, but because of the likelihood that ewes would 
not bring more than marketing costs the slaughter of sheep decreased 
300,000 head. 
Increases in numbers of sheep result in greater wool production. Shorn 
wool rose from 222 million pounds in 1922 to 328 million pounds in 1930. 
Wool stocks on hand· in the United States at the first of the year were 
greater than a year ago. 
Similar tendencies to increase sheep production have existed in prac­
tically all important sheep raising countries during the past few years, 
and numbers are now sufficient to meet all probable demands for both wool 
and meat at prices satisfactory to producers 
Despite lower prices for wool, consumption in the United States and 
many foreign countries has shown a downward trend because of general 
business conditions. Unless industrial conditions improve there is little 
likelihood of any significant change in consumer demand during the 
present year. 
With the a:bove conditions of increased supply and reduced demand, 
prices of both sheep and wool have declined. The farm value of sheep 
and lambs averaged $5.35 a head on January 1, 1931, compared with 
$8.92 a year previous. The average price for slaughter lambs in 1930 
declined 4.25 cents a ·pound, or 32 percent, compared with the price in 
1929. The ,New York wholesale price of carcass lambs declined 6.3 cents, 
or 24 percent, and the retail price of leg of lamb 4.9 cents, or 12 percent, 
between the above dates. 
Because of reduced prices for lambs and wool and a less favorable 
price relationship for them as compared with other commodities, the tend­
ency to increase sheep production will not be' as marked in 1931 as in 
recent yea~s. Much depends upon general b'usiness conditions and upon 
adjustments made within the industry, as to when prices will improve. 
For Illinois farmers the early lamb is, as in the past, the best prospect. 
POULTRY AND EGGS 
The number of chickens on farms is slightly less than a year ago. 
Mild winter weather, which has prevailed over most of the producing · 
area up to February 1, has been favorable to egg production and has re­
sulted in increased market receipts. 
Cold storage holdings of eggs have been unusually heavy (64 percent 
above the five-year average on Januar-y 1) and for the most part have 
been moved into consumptive channels only at extremely heavy losses to 
storage operators. There is also a large supply of frozen eggs in storage 
(85 percent above the five-year average on January 1), which means 
that egg breaking establishments will not need to start operations as early 
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in the season as usual, nor will they furnish an outlet at favorable prices 
for the excess storage holdings of shell eggs. 
All these factors, together with the fact that losses from their 1930 "' 
storage egg operations will undoubtedly hamper many buyers during the 
coming storing season, point to low egg prices during the first half of 1931. 
Storage stocks of fowl on January 1 were slightly heavier than the 
five-year average. This fact, coupled with probable low egg prices that 
might cause hens to be sold on any temporarily favorable market, is likely 
to prevent much improvement in fowl prices during the next few months. 
Stocks of broilers and roasters on January 1 were below the five­
year average by 22 and 17 percent respectively. More broilers were con­
sumed during the 1930 season than ever before. These are favorable 
factors in the poultry situation. 
During the past few years the price of poultry has been high in re­
lation to other farm products. Recent price movements have removed this 
advantage. During the next year or two it is not probable that prices of 
other meats will give. as much support to poultry prices as they have in 
the favorable years 1928 and 1929. It should also be remembered that 
any general increase in the use of turkeys means a reduced demand for 
chickens. · 
Low prices of poultry feeds appear likely to continue thru the first 
half of 1931, and feed is the most important item in the cost of producing 
poultry or eggs. 
If producers of poultry respond to the present unfavorable prices by 
greatly reduced hatchings or purchases of chicks, the prices of poultry 
and eggs will be likely to improve during the fall and winter months of 
1931. A very light movement of eggs into storage this spring would tend 
to 'bring about the same sort of result. Producers may well watch the 
trend in production as indicated by reported hatchings during the spring. 
There is nothing in the present outlook to warrant any general ex­
pansion of poultry operations. Careful selection, close culling, and effi­
cient management may well be used in an effort to produce poultry and 
eggs of high quality, since in an unfavorable market situation the greatest 
disadvantage falls on low quality products. 
Turkeys.-While the farm price received for turkeys in 1930 was only 
about 70 percent of the average for the five years 1923-1927, the price in 
relation to prices of feed for poultry was about 90 percent of the five-year 
average. Probable low feed costs and prospects of light imports are 
favorable forr the 1931 turkey producer, but rapid expansion is not war­
ranted. 
OUTLOOK FOR FRUITS 
APPLES 
An annual outlook for tree fruits is subject to little variation. Certain 
trends, however, have considerable economic significance. 
United States apple production averaged 9 percent less in the last 
six years than it did for the six-year period 1909-1914. In spite of de­
creased production, increased population, and export trade, the purchasing 
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value of a bushel of apples has been about the same for these two periods. 
The reason for this may be explained in part by the increasing supply of 
other fruits. 
In Illinois apple growers are confronted with the immediate solution 
of a washing problem. This may discourage smaller growers and those 
that do not have an ample supply of water. It is not unlikely, therefore, 
that some orchardists may give up their enterprise. 
Should present apple growers continue in business, this state can anti­
cipate increased apple production during the next five years because so 
many large orchards have not yet re-ached the age of maximum production. 
These increases will be most noticeable with the following varieties: 
Transparent, Duchess, Golden Delicious, Red Delicious, Staymen, Wine­
sap, and Jonathan. Ben Davis, Gano and York will probably decline in 
production as better varieties take their place. 
New plantings of orchards can be recommended only on superior sites 
and on locations thru central and northern Illinois where local sales can 
be made of all the 'fruit produced. A few well located apple orchards 
of well chosen varieties can be purchased at present for a price consider­
ably below the cost of development. 
PEACHES 
The total failure of the 1930 p~ach crop has caused considerable dis­
couragement among southern Illinois growers. Low temperatures of J anu­
ary, 1930, killed approximately 8 percent of the trees. Further winter 
injury to parts of the peach trees and the type of pruning practiced by 
a few growers have reduced the potential peach crop for 1931 to 20 to 25 
percent below the 1929 crop. The warm temperatures of the present 
winter are causing early bud development which increases the hazard of 
spring frosts. · 
Peach production at present is, however, on a sounder basis than 
it has been at any time in the past decade. A production peak has been 
reached not only in Illinois but also in Georgia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas. A moderate increase in planting seems 
advisable during the coming five-year period. Such plantings should con­
sist of the Elberta variety and should be confined to the best sites obtain­
able in southern Illinois. Such planting should be of moderate and uniform 
rate. Heavy planting at any period during the next few years should be 
avoided. 
GRAPES 
New plantings of grapes are recommended for local markets or to 
maintain the present bearing acreage. Varieties of high table quality that 
retain their quality in storage can be grown. It is not advisable to plant 
new vineyards for the purpose of shipping grapes to city markets, for the 
present supply of eastern and California grapes is far in excess of the 
demand and will be for the next few years. 
Where home or farm orchards have died out or proved unsatisfactory, 
a small fruit garden should prove a practical means of supplementing the 
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fruit supply for the farm home. Grapes, strawberries, raspberries and 
bush fruits should be grown on every farm in Illinois. 
STRAWBERRIES 
The production of strawberries in the "intermediate" states, an area 
which includes southern Illinois, was 42 percent less in 1930 than the peak 
yield of 1928. The coming season seems to justify a moderate increase in 
planting in order to satisfy the demand for this product. With the present 
planting, the supply for 1931 and 1932 will not be sufficient to meet the 
normal demand. In meeting the situation, growers should select fertile, 
well-drained and relatively frost-free locations. Careful attention should 
also be given to selecting varieties that are most popular on the market 
and are good shippers, such as Aro~a and Preniier. 
RASPBERRIES 
The bramble fruit industry continues to increase in Illinois. Pulaski 
county shipped over 4,000 cases of Latham red raspberries in 1930. The 
advent of the new Chief variety of red raspberries is likely to further 
stimulate this industry. So far raspberry production is on a sound basis 
and further moderate plantings can be made. Careful consideration is 
warranted by some of the disease-free black raspberries that are now 
being marketed. 
PLUMS 
Local trade for plums proved profitable in the past season. The new 
hardy Monitor plum was very promising at the University variety test 
orchards in 1930. 
NUTS 
Nut plantings · can be extended with profit and will fit in with a re­
forestation program. Such varieties as Stabler, Ohio, and Thomas black­
walnuts, Boone and Fuller chestnuts, and Indiana, Posey, and Green River 
pecans are worthy of increased planting. 
OUTLOOK FOR VEGETABLES 
In spite of the greatly increased use of vegetabl~s as human food 
during the last decade, precautions may well be taken to avoid material 
increases in acr,eages of most of the important vegetable crops in 1931. 
In view of prevailing economic conditions, the growing of vegetables for 
shipment to distant city markets probably should be carried on with 
reduced rather than increased acreages planted to the various vegetables. 
In regions where there are good local markets, the most profitable plan 
may be to restrict vegetable plantings to the probable demands of those 
markets. In many localities roadside markets may furnish a desirable out­
let for vegetable products. Vegetables of high quality, well graded and 
attractively displayed are likely to meet with more ready sale than those 
that are of low grade or poorly prepared for market. 
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CABBAGES AND ONIONS 
\iVith reference to specific crops grown for the general market, it is 
probable that if the acreage of early cabbage in the intermediate states 
(including Illinois) is as large as last year, the supply of summer cab­
bage may be greater than can be. marketed at satisfactory prices. 
Onion production in the northern states was very heavy in 1930, and 
the average price per bushel received by growers was only slightly more · 
than half the average price for the five previous years. Following last 
year's low prices a substantial reduction in acreage may normally be 
expected in 1931, and such reduction would seem advisable if another 
season of low prices is to be avoided. 
TOMATOES AND WATERMELONS 
Tomatoes grown in Illinois for shipment in the fresh state are likely 
to meet with considerable competition. High-quality stock, carefully 
graded and packed, shipped to a special market where its merits are 
recognized will have a much better chance of paying the grower a profit 
than ordinary stock. Plantings of tomatoes for canning purposes in 1931 
may well be made on a conservative basis in view of the heavy production 
in 1930 and present stocks of canned goods in the country. 
Illinois watermelon growers need to give special attention to their 
marketing problems. Marketing by truck has greatly increased during the 
past few years and offers certain advantages but also some disadvantages. 
Concerted effort on the part of the melon growers in a given region 
may be made a means of overcoming the disadvantages. 
SWEET POTATOES 
It is probable that about the usual acreage of sweet potatoes may well 
be planted in Illinois sweet potato-producing regions in 1931. Altho the 
acreage of the moist-fleshed type in the south is likely to be increased 
in 1931, the present outlook is for only a normal acreage of the dry­
fles_hed type in the eastern states, with which the Illinois product comes 
into more direct competition. · 
ASPARAGUS 
There appears to be plenty of acreage planted to asparagus, not only 
in Illinois but in other states also, to fully supply the normal demands of 
the markets. Prices would probably be better if all the asparagus sent 
to market were carefully graded, and all small and inferior shoots dis­
carded when preparing the product for market. 
HORSE-RAD'ISH 
Horse-radish is a specialized crop grown principally in restricted 
localities under special methods of culture. The demand is limited and 
the market easily over-supplied. In spite of low acre-yields in Illinois 
last year, the price was low. These facts should be kept in mind in 
making 1931 plantings. 
